
There are so many NOTs it’s enough to freeze your soul. 
And only a friendly smile can bring you warmth.

And words, when they come from the love of your friends can 
form the strongest kite-tail. For a kite that will always fly high 

as the sky, because it is the kite of friendship. 

“Not” is the second book in the trilogy by Vagelis Iliopoulos 
and Efi Lada, a trilogy that approach social matters in a way 
that only a fairytale can. 
The first book was published in 2012, and it was called “Why”.
In 2018 “All”, the final part of the trilogy, is set to be published.

All children are happy!

All children can afford food.

Not me…

All children have a home.

All children have…
All of them?

Fly where there are no NOTs.
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Every word, poets tell us, has a life of its own; a unique, 
secret and strange life. 
This is the life of the word Why, filled with much 
perplexity and pain. 

In this story, Why, a dictionary entry, escapes on its 
crumbled sheet of paper out the window of a publishing 
house and into a great adventure all over the world. On 
the way, it will meet children questioning it on the evils 
of this world. The answer, provided with the help of 
hope and stardust, is that children are our only chance 
of setting the world right.
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Translated by
Marita Arvaniti



All children grow up in a home full of love. 
There they get to share things with their families, 
not only joy and happiness, but also their sadness and sorrows. 
Their home is a shelter.



All of them?
Not me…



All children get to celebrate their birthdays and every single holiday. 
They fill the year up with endless fun.



All of them?
Not me…



All children read books 
full of fairytales and then 

pretend to be heroes. 
The heroes of those tales 

become their best friends. 



All of them?
Not me…



All children enjoy playing at the football field, the yard, 
the sea, the mountains and forests. 

And if they sometimes get angry when they lose?
Well that’s just how games work. 

They teach them how to win and how to lose as well.
And all of them are silently begging for the game 

to last forever.



All of them? 
Not me…



All children go on walks and journeys.
Sometimes big and sometimes small.

Sometimes long and sometimes short.
They get to see the world and the whole of Earth becomes their playground.



All of them?
Not me…





All children go to school to learn.
Learn what?

All of the world’s wisdom.
They have teachers to help them 

uncover knowledge, 
and the ability to invent, 

tomorrow, all of the things that 
no people have thought of yet.

And make life better for everyone.

All of them?
Not me…



All children eat their favorite foods. 
They can, in fact, eat as much as they want. And it’s not just the food,

There’s also the cakes, the tarts, the crepes, the ice-cream that they so enjoy.



All of them?
Not me…



And as I was thinking of all those NOTs,
I saw a kite fly up in the sky. 

A colorful brush in blue canvas. 
Its strings had been cut.

There was no one holding it anymore.



It traveled by itself. 
I was jealous of its freedom so I called out:

“Will you take me with you?”



It must have heard me. 
Otherwise why else would it stop its journey,

Just to turn back, fly down and fall to my feet?

“You should be the one 
to take me with you”.

“I’m not…”



“You are… able to try, to fight, to struggle, 
to change all that hurts you!

You should take me for your own. Your friend.
Isn’t that what you’ve always wanted?”



“I wanted that and I still want it”. 

“Here I am then!” it said and whispered in my ear,
What I should do to make it a strong tail.

A tail that will help us fly, fly high, together.

And I ran and found the words and used them for its tail…
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And those words became the strongest tail of all
so I can travel with my friendship kite,
without ever being in danger of falling. 

And when I want us to go higher
where there’s no more NOT,

I use more words, and more words,
and more words…

Where do I find them?
In the words of love that you give me.

My readers, my friends.





And as we travel, I’m sending you my brightest smile,
that lights up the world and warms the hearts.

A friend’s smile.
And there are some children in the world whose souls 

are frozen by the NOTs and they need the warmth so much!
So much…
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